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Notice of Agency Rule-making Proposal

AGENCY: 13-188-Department of Marine Resources

CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: Chapter 41 Atlantic Menhaden; 2022 Harvest Start Date
TYPE OF RULE (check one): Routine Technical I Major Substantive
PROPOSED RULE NUMBER (leave blank; to be assigned by Secretary of State):

BRIEF SUMMARY:
This proposed rulemaking is a technical update amending the opening date of the State Allocation fishery from
Monday, June 14, 2021 to Monday, June 13, 2022 at 12:01 AM for the 2022 fishing year.

Date, time and location of PUBLIC HEARING (if any): None scheduled
COMMENT DEADLINE: February 25, 2022

CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING (include name, mailing address, telephone, fax, TTY, e-mail):
NAME: Amanda Ellis

MAILING ADDRESS: 21 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0021

E-MAIL: dmr.rulemaking@maine.gov

TELEPHONE: 207-624-6573

FAX: 207-624-6024

TTY: 207-624-6500 (Deaf/Hard of Hearing)

Hearing facilities: If you require accommodations due to disability, please contact Meredith Mendelson at 207-
624-6553.

CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): Same
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None

STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: § 6171

SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): Same
AGENCY WEBSITE: http://www.maine.gov/dmr/rulemaking/

E-MAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULE-MAKING LIAISON: dmr.rulemaking@maine.gov

* Check one of the following two boxes.

X The summary provided above is for publication in both the newspaper and website notices.

o The summary provided above is for the newspaper notice only. Title 5 88053, sub-85 & sub-§7, ID. A more
detailed summary is attached for inclusion in the rule-making notice posted on the Secretary of State’s website.
Title 5 88053, sub-83, D & sub-§6.

Please approve bottom portion of this form and assign appropriate AdvantageME number.
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(authorized signature)
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41.30 Commercial Menhaden Fishery Management Program

1. State Allocation Fishery

A.

Notice

The state allocation fishery is open until such time as the Department has
landings information that the quota assigned to Maine by the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission has been reached or could be exceeded. At that
time, the Department will notify commercial menhaden license holders by public
notice in a newspaper circulated in the area affected, and on the Department’s
publicly accessible website, of the closing date for the state allocation fishery. It
is unlawful to fish for menhaden after the closing date of the state allocation
fishery, unless the Department has opened the episodic event fishery, or the
incidental catch and small scale fishery.

The Commissioner may extend or reopen the State Allocation Fishery at any time
with notice to commercial menhaden license holders, should a quota increase or
quota transfer of menhaden be received via allocation adjustments of the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission Interstate Fishery Management Plan for
Atlantic Menhaden.

Effort restrictions

Following the opening of the state allocation fishery on Monday, June 13, 2022,
June-14,2021 at 12:01 AM and prior to the closure of the state allocation fishery,
it is unlawful to fish for or land menhaden except between 12:01 AM to 11:59
PM on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays each week. It is
unlawful to fish for, take or possess more than 23,800 pounds or 68 barrels per
harvester vessel per week. It is unlawful to transfer at sea to either a harvester or
carrier vessel. It is unlawful to complete more than one landing per calendar day.
For the purpose of enforcing these limitations, the Department shall use the
definitions provided in 41.25.

Exception: Fishing weirs, stop seines, and pound nets are not subject to the harvest
schedule detailed above and may land fish seven days a week. However, weekly landing
limits still apply.



Rule-Making Fact Sheet
(5 M.R.S., §8057-A)
AGENCY:: 13-188- Department of Marine Resources

NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER OF AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Amanda Ellis, Department of Marine Resources, 21 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0021 Telephone:
(207) 624-6573; web address: http://www.maine.gov/dmr/rulemaking/

CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE: Chapter 41 Atlantic Menhaden; 2022 Harvest Start Date
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 12 M.R.S. § 6171

DATE AND PLACE OF PUBLIC HEARING(S): None scheduled

COMMENT DEADLINE: February 25, 2022

PRINCIPAL REASON(S) OR PURPOSE FOR PROPOSING THIS RULE: [see §8057-A(1)(A)&(C)]
This proposed rulemaking is a technical update amending the opening date of the State Allocation fishery to
Monday, June 13, 2022 at 12:01 AM for the 2022 fishing year.

IS MATERIAL INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE IN THE RULE? ___ YES__X__ NO [88056(1)(B)]

ANALYSIS AND EXPECTED OPERATION OF THE RULE: [see §8057-A(1)(B)&(D)]
The proposal seeks to update the opening date of the 2022 fishery to reflect the appropriate June date beginning on a
Monday.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF RELEVANT INFORMATION CONSIDERED DURING DEVELOPMENT OF THE
RULE
This technical update is required to amend the season start date to reflect the year 2022. The current version lists 2021.

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT OF THE RULE: [see §8057-A(1)(C)]
Enforcement of these proposed amendments will not require additional activity in this Agency. Existing
enforcement personnel will monitor compliance during their routine patrols.

FOR EXISTING RULES WITH FISCAL IMPACT OF $1 MILLION OR MORE, ALSO INCLUDE:

ECONOMIC IMPACT, WHETHER OR NOT QUANTIFIABLE IN MONETARY TERMS:
[see §8057-A(2)(A)]

INDIVIDUALS, MAJOR INTEREST GROUPS AND TYPES OF BUSINESSES AFFECTED AND HOW
THEY WILL BE AFFECTED: [see §8057-A(2)(B)]

BENEFITS OF THE RULE: [see §8057-A(2)(C)]

Note: If necessary, additional pages may be used



